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11th August 2012.

To whom it may concern:

By way ofthis letter I should like to advise you that

AlProf Mousumi Debuath

was the recipient of an Australian Government Endeavour Research Award Fellowship and spent four
months, from April 2012 to August 2012 under my eo-supervision as a senior researcher in the Centre
for Plant and Water Science at Central Queensland University. She was a valuable asset to us during
that time, and was engaged in a number of activities, with funding from CQU and the Australian
Government.

Mousumi mastered a number of techniques during her undertaking of her research on a major project
that focused on the physiological response to salinity in the natural sweetener, Stevia rebaudiana.

These involved the use of chlorophyll fluorescence, the SPAD chlorophyll meter and its calibration for
chlorophyll content, Westcor pressure bomb, HPLC, GCIMS, the osmometer, of scanning technology
for measuring root distribution, and a range of quantitative measures on plant growth type. She also
used apparatus to measure canopy temperature (with IR thermometry), and gained a good grounding in

, experimental design and data analyses from the various pieces of equipment.

Much of the data are in the process of being written for journal publications.

Her involvement in this study was timely, and set the scene for further research on metabolomics of
steviol glycosides, with a view to increasing their concentration in the stevia plant.

I trust this gives you a good idea of the activity undertaken by Dr Mousumi while in Australia. We were
very pleased with her performance.

David . Midmore
Found tion Professor of Plant Sciences, and
Director of the Centre for Plant and Water Science
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